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Buena High School

Mr. Taylor

Economics CP


Contact Information:

· Room 101
· Email: jesse.taylor@venturausd.org
· Phone Number: (805) 289-1826 x2201
Please read this over with your parents. On the back of the last page is a classroom contract for you and your parents to sign. Due __________________________________________. 
Vision:
The Buena High School community empowers all students to achieve their full potential in a safe and academically-engaging environment.  We inspire our students to be responsible and productive citizens in an evolving global society.

Mission:
The Buena High School community will realize its vision through its commitment to:

· Motivate learning through a challenging and engaging curriculum

· Stimulate intellectual curiosity and life-long learning

· Foster responsibility and personal growth

· Guide all students to successfully pursue their career paths

· Inspire creativity and artistic expression

· Establish a climate of respect for the unique qualities and diverse backgrounds of all students
Expected School-Wide Learning Results:
Every student who graduates from BHS will be:

Beneficial to the community

Understanding and respectful of diversity

Life-long learners

Leaders in their fields

Decision-makers who display integrity

Occupation and technology oriented

Guided by critical thinking

Skilled communicators

Course Description:  

Economics is a one semester College Prep course designed to cover the California Economic Standards in a way that is accessible for all students. Students will understand common economic terms and concepts and economic reasoning. Students will analyze the elements of the U.S. market economy in a global setting, the influence of the U.S. government on the American economy and the elements of the U.S. labor market. Students will study issues of international trade, and explain how the U.S. economy affects and is affected by economic forces beyond its borders.
The goal of this class is not only to increase your understanding of Economics, but also to help you develop your skills in writing and critical thinking. Throughout the course of this class we will continually study not only how our economy works, but how it applies to students lives. We will also focus on how to interpret data, predict outcomes, and determine factors that can affect our economy. Thus, through studying economic trends and principles, students will become more educated citizens and better prepared for life after high school. 
Course Organization:

Economics will be divided into the following units of study, 

Unit 1: Foundations of Economics and Economic Systems
· What is economics

· Opportunity Costs

· Types of Economic Systems
Unit 2: Demand and Supply
· Market Structures

· Principles of Supply and Demand

· Equilibrium and price determination
Unit 3: The Stock Market and Business
· Intro to Stock Market

· Types of Businesses

· Business Cycle

· Unemployment

Unit 4: Labor Unions, International Trade, and Taxes
This class will be a combination of lecture, discussion, answering student questions, vocabulary development, individual activities, group work, projects, reading, writing, and presentations.  The goal of each unit is to arrive at a higher level of understanding and to think, read, and write critically about Economics. There will be a number of projects designed to equip you with skills that are useful outside the classroom and encourage you to become a more independent learner.  We will go over the day to day structure of each class in more depth during the first week. 
Educational Materials:

a) Primary Textbook: Economics: Principles in Action; Prentice Hall
b) Primary Source Documents (first-hand accounts) and Secondary Source Documents (Current articles)

c) Various handouts as needed

Nuts and Bolts:

Below are some important pieces of information you need to know about the inner workings (nuts and bolts) of our class:

· Office Hours:  I’m happy to open my classroom to you whenever you need help and I am around. If you know you’re going to need to meet with me at a specific time, please make an appointment with me and I’ll be sure to be here when you come. You can also email me and I will do my best to return the email before the next day if you have questions.

· All assignments MUST be turned in on the day they are due. I will accept any assignments by the end of the school day, but once I leave school it is LATE.  You will receive three “late homework passes” for each semester.  With a LHP you can turn in a COMPLETED assignment late up to the day before the end of the unit that the assignment is from. Just staple the pass to the assignment and put it in the “In-Box”.  Don’t lose these…you only get three! After you use up the 3 passes, you may turn in assignments late for ½ credit. I will accept late assignments until the end of each quarter, but once the quarter is over, I will not accept those assignments (Ex: students cannot turn in a Quarter 1 assignment during Quarter 2).

· Assessments: We will have all types and sizes of assessments (think tests and quizzes). Basically, an assessment is anything that measures your knowledge. There will be no pop-quizzes, I will always notify you in advance when there will be a test. In addition to tests, you will also have projects that will serve as “assessments” to see how much you have learned.
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· All assignments must be completed in blue or black ink. If typed, it MUST be 12 pt., Times New Roman font, double spaced with standard margins If any assignment is turned in that does not meet these standards, I will return the assignment to you and you will not receive a grade until you turn in the assignment in the correct format.
· Absences: if you have an excused absence, you are responsible for making up the work you missed. This includes any work missed due to a school activity or athletic event. We will go over the absence procedure in class during the first week.
Classroom Expectations:
1. Allow the teacher to teach

2. Allow yourself and others to learn

3. Be respectful to all members of the class

4. Communicate responsibly and NEVER argue

5. No food in class (drinks OK)

6. NO electronic communications devices or iPods out AT ANY TIME

IF YOU CHOOSE TO BREAK A RULE:

· The first time you break a rule, you will receive a verbal warning

· If you have a cell phone, iPod, MP3 Player, etc. out in class:

· First Offense: I take your phone and keep it until the end of class

· Second Offense: I take your phone and send it to the office

· A severe disruption will result in an immediate removal from class. 

· If you choose to repeatedly break the rules (more than once) I will enforce one or more of the consequences listed below:

- A discussion with me on your own time

- A phone call home and discussion with your parents
- A written referral to the office
Absences:

When you are absent it is up to YOU to make up any work!  I will NOT remind you. Please follow the steps below on your first day back after an absence:

1. Check the Absent Binder on table in the front of the room for any missed assignments. In the binder, there is a separate section for each day with page protectors. Extra assignments will be put in the page protectors. I will frequently give you several assignments in one day, so make sure to take a copy of all assignments from that day.
2. Return to your desk.  If you’re confused and need further instructions, quietly ask someone sitting next to you. If they cannot explain it, ask someone else. If you are still confused, come and see me after class and I will be happy to explain the assignment to you.

**You have the amount of time you were absent to make up any work for full credit (e.g. if you were gone two days from class, you have two days from when you get back to finish make-up work).
**When you turn in absent work, write ABSENT on the top with the date(s) you were gone. Place it in the metal basket at the front of the classroom.
** If you miss an assessment due to an absence you have ONE WEEK to make it up. I will let you know when you can make-up the test, but I will not remind you – it’s your responsibility.

**If you miss a day of lecture notes you MUST get them from someone else on your own time (outside of class). This is the ONLY thing you can copy from another person!

Class Website:
Site Address: http://mrtaylorshistory.weebly.com/ 
To help provide more information for students, I have created a class website that will allow you to stay up to date with assignments during the school year. On the website I have included a list of all assignments to be turned in, more in-depth information on various subjects, links to helpful websites, and my contact information. During the school year, I will do my best to keep the website updated and provide as many assignments as possible to download.

Google Classroom:

This year we will be using Google Classroom for many assignments. Google Classroom is an online platform for classroom assignments, readings, even quizzes. We will be using mostly in class to do assignments and collaborate using Google Drive, Docs, Slides, and more. Every student already has access to Google Classroom using the password provided by the school. On the first day of school you will receive a sheet with a list of passwords for different applications. To log on to Google Classroom, just go to classroom.google.com, then put in your usesrname and password for “Google Apps” on the sheet given to you by the school. After that, you have be added to my world history class. To do this, click on the plus sign in the top right corner and then put in the following code, ______________________________. Once you do this, you will be added to my class and will be able to see all of the assignments. If you need help logging on, see my website for videos showing you how to complete this.

Classroom Contract
Please rip off this sheet and turn in to me by ____________________________________. 
Students: I read and understood this classroom syllabus and discipline plan. I will honor it in Mr. Taylor’s classroom.

Signature:_______________________________________  Date:____________________

Parent(s) / Guardian(s): My student and I have discussed the classroom syllabus and discipline plan. I fully support it.

Signature:_______________________________________  Date:____________________

Please use the space below to share any information regarding your son or daughter that will help me provide them with the best educational experience possible while in my classroom. Please feel free to contact me with any questions, comments, and/or concerns.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


